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Faces, figures, splatters and an impressive
amount of talent.
Junior artists Jerusha Pimentel, Rebekah
Dykhuizen, Bridget Rowe, Hayley Dahl,
Carlie Hendricks and Aubrey Pasker
presented their work on Feb. 22 at the Junior
Art Show in the gallery at the campus center.
Different media of art covered the white
walls, giving them life. There were paintings
on wood and canvas, along with some
unusual elements used in their works that
included lipstick, Kool-Aid, and Coca-Cola.
“I’m more of a realistic artist,” Pimentel
said. “I love figures and faces.”
Pimentel and Pasker created art pieces
that displayed the objectification of men and
women.
“One day my sister called me in tears
telling me of things she had been dealing with
at school,” Pimentel said. “It made me angry,
and I knew I wanted to portray this is my art.
So, one night I locked myself in the painting
room and created this series of pieces. They
are very personal to me.”
Pimentel used lipstick, wood and paint to
portray the image of women and how they
are objectified.
Pasker created another powerful piece
titled “Eye Candy.” It was a portrait of a
woman with fruit roll ups wrapped around
her bare body.
“Her body is wrapped in the candy to
represent how women are often bound and
tied by the viewer’s hunger,” Pasker said. “She
is literally eye candy because her entire upper
body is wrapped with the fruit roll ups.”
Another photograph taken by Pasker
was that of a shirtless male which had been
modeled after parts of a meat structure. The

Hayley Dahl, Jerusha Pimentel, Aubrey Pasker, Bridget Rowe
and Rebekah Dykhuizen presented their art in the junior show.

piece symbolized the way that men can also
be objectified specifically by their bodies and
muscles.
Rowe took a different approach with her
art.
“I have a sculpture, two hand-built ceramic
pieces, a charcoal drawing and six paintings
in the show,” Rowe said. “The series are called
Geometric Texture and Splatter Series and are
both abstract works.”
The geometric texture series was Rowe’s
favorite.
“These pieces were originally part of
a larger group of paintings,” Rowe said.
“Initially, the paintings were all connected by
painted squares that extended across different
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canvases. I decided I would rather switch it up
and display a smaller amount of the paintings
without keeping them in sequence with each
other.”
Rowe was the only artist at the show who
presented sculptures.
“My ceramic piece ‘Resting’ depicts a
sleeping fawn,” Rowe said. “Since taking
Ceramics class, I have become really
interested in creating ceramic sculptures of
animals. I like the challenge of turning a lump
of clay into a recognizable animal.”
Other artists included graphic design
majors Dahl and Dykhuizen.
Continued on page 3

Immigration Reform
encourages equal rights
Narayan Núñez Blandón - Staff Writer

More than 80 individuals, including
students and faculty members from Dordt
College as well as Hispanic and American
members of the community, gathered at
Sioux Center’s Public Library to hear Eliseo
Medina, an advocate for the Immigration
Reform, on Feb. 18.
Medina, former Secretary-Treasurer of
the Service Employee International Union
and also named one of the Top 50 Most
Powerful Latino Leaders, provided insight
about the current issue that 11 million
undocumented immigrants face in the
United States, including unfair wages, lack
of health coverage and unhealthy working
conditions.
“This is a moral crisis; it says what our
values are in this nation, and what we believe
as people. The immigration reform is not
about politics: it’s about people,” Medina said.
Medina believes that the current system of
law needs to be fixed because it’s not working
efficiently for a vast number of immigrants.
He pointed out that the issue also extends
to the employers that do not follow the
established law regarding work, wages and

health coverage.
“If the employers are not following the
laws, it is not good for the nation. We have a
system of illegality and that is not the rule of
law,” Medina said. “If the law is not working,
you have to fix it; otherwise you live in a nolaw.”
He believes that the law has to be fixed
when there are social issues in the country.
He pointed out that just as the law was
fixed to allow women to vote or to eradicate
discrimination against African Americans,
the law has to be fixed again so that millions
of people can have a decent and honorable
life.
A number of students from Dordt
were required to attend the event for their
Diversity and Inequality class. Social work
professor, Tara Boer, believed that the talk
and the personal testimonies would benefit
her students, especially the students who are
not involved or exposed to the issues of the
immigration reform.
“The purpose was to get students to
understand—not to change their mind about
the topic— (and) to create some awareness of
what is going on out there and to make it a
more well informed decision when it comes

Eliseo Medina addressed various issues that
immigrants face in the United States.

time to vote and authenticating what the
immigration reform means to them,”
Boer said. “I am not here to impose my
opinion on them, but I want them to
make an informed decision when they
need to.”
Boer encourages her students to
remember that they are descendants of
immigrants who also looked for a better
life. Boer believes that even though we are
at a different point in history, the factor
that causes immigration are still the same:
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everyone is looking for opportunities to get a
better life away from violence and unhealthy
environments.
Currently there is a big portion of
undocumented immigrants who pay taxes
and pay into the social security system but
are unable to claim any benefit. Furthermore,
many are exploited or forced to work
in unhealthy working environments for
inadequate wages because there is no law that
regulates their living.
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First Monday Speaker to 122 students to go on
talk about sexuality
PLIA over Spring Break

Lauren Bird - Staff Writer

The First Monday Speaker for March
at Dordt will be Caroline Simon: author,
philosopher and provost at Whitworth
University. On March 3, Simon will be giving
two lectures: “Bringing Sex into Focus”
in the morning and “Why is it So Hard for
Christians to Talk about Homosexuality” in
the evening.
Simon’s first lecture, held in the BJ Haan
auditorium, is drawn from her most recent
book, Bringing Sex into Focus: The Quest for
Sexual Integrity. According to a press release
from the Andreas Center, the book “explores
the filters through which we examine issues
of sexuality and how they can, when paired
with a virtue ethic, help us achieve sexual
integrity.”
Other activities on Dordt’s campus
involving Simon include her evening lecture
held in CL 1144/1148, a Dordt Reads event
that will look at the first and last chapter of
Simon’s recent book, and further discussion
among Dordt’s community of the questions
that Simon will bring up in her lectures.
Aaron Baart, Dean of Chapel, hopes that
Simon’s lectures will spark good discussions
on campus and help students learn how to
talk about sexuality.

“Many Christians struggle with how to
talk about sexuality issues,” said Baart. “Dr.
Simon has thought through how to ask the
right questions and she’s asking all the right
questions that Christians should be asking.”
Baart stressed his belief in the importance
of Christians asking the right questions,
especially on the topic of sexuality.
“I feel like the biggest role in my teaching,
and even preaching, is to help disciples ask the
right questions,” said Baart. “Jesus showed us
that it’s not important to have all the answers.
He showed us what a better question looked
like and how to ask the right questions.”
In addition to learning how to ask the right
questions, the First Monday Speakers can
provide students with valuable knowledge
that spans across a variety of subjects. Mia
Kornelis, the Andreas Center assistant,
thinks that the variety that the First Monday
Speakers provide is important.
“When the First Monday Speakers are
chosen, there’s a desire to get a variety of
experts to come to campus,” said Kornelis.
“The last speaker lectured about something
totally different. The speakers are engaging
and relevant to students at Dordt.”
Baart expressed the same appreciation for
the diversity of the speakers.
“We’re trying to create critical thinkers
here,” said Baart. “It’s not fair for someone
to get through four years here without us
serving them well.”
Baart hopes that Simon’s time here will be
beneficial to the Dordt community even after
she has gone.
“We’re planning to set up student and
faculty forums,” said Baart. “I hope this
will be a catalyst for other discussions and
introduce bigger discussions.”
Both of Simon’s lectures are free and
open to the public. Students and faculty are
encouraged to attend.
“Come with a listening ear,” said Baart.
“Don’t miss this opportunity and keep your
eyes open for some follow-up on campus.”

Student Symposium Update
Student Symposium has developed goals for what we
are trying to achieve this year. One of our main goals is
assessing student satisfaction on various aspects of our
campus. Last semester we talked with students and also
met with representatives from Dordt Dining Services, the
Business Office and Computer Services. Through engaging
with these representatives, we passed on student requests,
concerns and encouragement while also gaining a deeper
understanding of how Dordt runs. Student Symposium is
doing their best to be a voice for Dordt students, as well
as a resource. Have any questions or comments relating to
institutional finance, clubs, student satisfaction or Student
Symposium? Please contact us via email: Symposium@
dordt.edu or find us on Facebook! During the month of
March, we will be giving away a free t-shirt and sweater
from the Dordt College Book Store! To be eligible for the
random drawing please like our Facebook page: Dordt
College Student Symposium.
Have a great week!
Reuben Van Gaalen

Rachel Mulder - Staff Writer

PLIA (Putting Love into Action) is
an annual spring break missions trip on
which Dordt students travel to various
locations to do service projects.
With spring break just around the
corner some students are preparing for
a relaxing break, while 122 others are
preparing to travel on a team to one of
fourteen locations across the country.
The teams do a variety of service
projects and jobs at the organizations
they work with, including construction
work, painting, serving food and working
with kids in VBS or school settings.
Chicago, Ill., and Mendenhall, Miss.,
are two sites that are relatively new this
year. PLIA teams have been to these sites
before, but not for a few years.
“Chicago is a great opportunity to
work with inner-city youth as well as

just interact with those in the community.
The team will be working with Roseland
Ministries. In Mendenhall, the team will
be working with Mendenhall Ministries on
a farm, doing physical labor projects, and
possibly helping with VBS,” said Courtney
Bjorklund, PLIA committee co-chair.
Other organizations that some PLIA
teams will be working alongside are
the Atlanta Youth Project in Atlanta,
Ga.; TouchGlobal in New Orleans, La.;
Brothers Redevelopment in Denver, Colo.;
UrbanPromise Ministries in Toronto, Ont.;
and Cary Christian Center in Cary, Miss.
If you are interested in learning more
about PLIA contact the 2013-2014 PLIA
Committee Co-Chairs: Tanner Brasser,
Courtney Bjorklund, or Emily Tuuk.
It’s a small way to show Christ’s love on
a gloomy day.

Beekeepers learn to
create own colonies
Megan Kaiser - Staff Writer

Agriculture professor Duane Bajema
was reluctant to open his beekeeping
course up to Dordt students, but due to
their persistence and questioning, he
agreed. At an informal informational
meeting Thursday, Feb. 21, SB 229 was
full of individuals interested in learning
about bees and starting their own
colonies.
“I can’t believe there are that many
people here that are interested in
learning about bees,” Bajema said at the
beginning of the meeting. Ten minutes
in, individuals continued to roll into the
room. Of 30 attendees, ten were Dordt
students.
Bajema opened the meeting by asking
everyone to state their name and reason
for coming to the meeting. Some grew
up in families that owned bees, some
wanted to start their own bee farm and
others were just curious.
Bajema
used
a
PowerPoint
presentation to explain the fundamentals
of beekeeping.
As the slides hit the screen, he
continually asked, “Why are you here?
Do you really know what you are getting
into? What do you want to learn?”
He
reminded
everyone
that
beekeeping is no walk in the park.
“Winter is tough, but there are a lot
of other external factors as well,” Bajema
said. “I lost 40 hives from an airplane
spreading pesticide, animals like skunks
and raccoons are trouble, and one of
the biggest problems would have to be
vandalism.”
Half an hour into the lecture, five
members from last year’s beekeeping
class showed up. They were excited
by the number of people in the room.
Bajema left the room and for the next 15
minutes they answered every question
thrown at them.
“I don’t know if I’m a beekeeper, but I
know I’m a bee-tryer,” one visitor stated
with a chuckle.
An older gentleman proceeded to tell
a story of how he had recently been stung
in January.
“I don’t think many people can say

that,” he said.
One hundred per cent of last year’s class
created a bee colony.
“I’m going to shoot for one hundred
percent again this year, but I’m going to put
the pressure on them. I’m going to twist their
arms. I’m going to do everything in my power
to help them make that jump,” Bajema said.
Like certain individuals who attended the
first lecture out of curiosity, Bajema was once
in the same position. He knew nothing about
beekeeping, but he educated himself, talked
to a lot of people and simply began.
From those to no experience to the
opposite side of the spectrum, everyone in
the class will receive a hands-on experience.
“You may potentially make your neighbors
nervous, but that’s ok,” said Bajema. “If you
want to keep bees, you have to be a little
strange.”

Duane Bajema satisfies curiousity by opening
up beekeping course to students.

News
Dordt alumnus plays ball overseas
Christian Zylstra - Staff Writer

Belgium is a European nation that borders
Germany and is known for its 800 different
kinds of beer. What you may not have known
is that it is the home of Mercurius BBC, the
professional basketball organization Dordt
College alumnus Jordan Vogel has the
privilege of playing for.
Vogel played four years of varsity basketball
for Dordt, but it wasn’t until a meeting with
coach Douma and coach Keizer after Vogel’s
junior season that he really thought he had a
chance to play professionally.
“I was having a post season meeting with
coach Douma and coach Keizer and they
were the ones who proposed the idea to me,”
Vogel said. “They told me they thought I had
the ability to do it and since that meeting I
made it my sole focus to put myself in the
best position to play overseas.”
With that advice and newfound
confidence, Vogel began to work harder on
his game than ever before. His extra time in
the gym allowed him to stretch his outside
game and increase his range.
But extra work in the gym isn’t always
enough, so Vogel went to Europe with
an athletic ministry called News Release
Basketball. For three weeks, Vogel and other
Christian men saw Europe’s greatest sights,
spread the Good News and played the game
they all so dearly loved: basketball.
News Release Basketball became an
important connection for Vogel as he was

still a free agent when the European seasons
began in August.
“Mercurius has had to deal with four guys
getting injured this season and they needed
somebody to replace what they had lost to
injury,” Vogel said. “The team contacted the
director of News Release Basketball and my
name was given to the team as a possible
person to fill in. They got ahold of me and
after a few days of emailing back and forth we
had a deal worked out.”
Vogel thought this season was over when
he was not signed by anyone at the start of
the year. But, just like he always had done,
Vogel continued to work as hard as he could
to improve his game and be ready for an
opportunity.
Vogel has only been through practices so
far, but he hopes to receive some playing time
soon and is poised to make the most of this
opportunity.
“I want my team to be competitive in each
game that we play,” Vogel said. “I hate to lose
and I want to bring that winning mentality to
my team. I also want to play well enough for
the rest of this season to be able to come back
again next season. I am trying to get my name
out there as much as I can in hopes of being
able to have a multi-year career overseas.”
It was that same tough and winningmentality that gave Dordt College coach
Ross Douma the idea for Vogel to play
professionally.
“He has a personality and nature that allow
him to venture off to Europe so readily; he is
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Juniors
show art
Continued from page 1

Vogel’s tough and winning-mentality helped
him to reach a professional level.

adventuresome,” Douma said. “He was a late
developer, which allowed him to get stronger
as he grew older and kept him from getting
burned out with basketball. He just has a love
for the game.”
And it’s love for the game that has allowed
him to put so much work and effort into
basketball. But he will never forget those who
helped him achieve his full potential.
“From my coaches at Western Christian
High School, Jim Eekhoff and Bill Harmsen,
to my coaches at Dordt, coach Douma and
coach Keizer and coach Heimstra, they all
put in so much effort and work to help me

Continued on page 6

Dahl presented her works from the
printmaking course she took.
“These pieces are so hippie, and so
me!” Dahl said. “Doing art like this is so
rewarding.”
She and Dykhuizen also presented
graphic design pieces, including a huge
medical records project for children in
third world countries.
“There’s something relaxing about
doing art,” Dahl said. “It’s therapeutic and
I enjoy doing it.”
Dykhuizen presented two selfportraits. Both were close-ups of her eye;
one in color pastel and the other was a
black and white photo. Dykhuizen also
had a portfolio at the gallery of most of the
work that she has done in graphic design
since coming to Dordt.
The gallery represented the work that
the artists had spent many hours on,
whether that was by locking themselves
in the paint room all night, or something
they had worked on the entire semester.
Art often shows who the artist is, and these
six girls portrayed their thoughts and
ideas through truly beautiful, inspiring
and powerful art.

Film challenge concludes with awards ceremony
Jeremy Vreeken - Staff Writer

Award fever descended upon Dordt’s
campus on Feb. 21 at the Prairie Grass
Film Challenge screenings and awards
ceremony. Films entered into the challenge
were shown in several locations around
campus, including the De Yager activity
center, the Ekhart Lounge and various
classrooms.
The awards ceremony began at 8 p.m.
in the BJ Haan auditorium with professor
Mark Volkers as the host. The awards were
presented after a few brief introductions by
Volkers and a short address by President
Erik Hoekstra. While in previous years
the awards ceremony was co-hosted by
local pastor and adjunct theology professor
Mark Verbruggen, this year Volkers hosted
alone.
“We wanted to trim a bit of the fat from
the show,” said Verbruggen. “Having both
of us up there took longer than we wanted.”
Awards were given out in several
categories. Minor certificates were
presented for the films that incorporated
the various criteria of the film challenge:
best use of assigned prop, line of dialogue,
etc. Major awards were presented to the
best film in four categories: pre-college,
college, post college and overall best of
show. Each winning team received $250
and an engraved plaque with the overall
best of show also receiving the “coveted
Dordty” award.
The major award winners were:
UUU Productions with its film “All
American Metal Chef ” in the Best of PreCollege category. Food Fight Club’s film
“Cake” tied with Good Enuf productions’
film “Rock Bottom” in the College
category. Paragon Productions won in the
Best of Post-College category with its film
“Survival of The Fittest.” The overall Best of
Show award went to the Northwestern Rad

Raiders for its film “Pants Rack.”
Food Fight Club was the only Dordt team
to win a major award. Senior Sara De Waal, a
member of Food Fight Club for the past four
years, said that winning was not the main
goal, but added to the experience.
“I think since it was our last year, we
all just wanted to have a blast making the
film and come up with a storyline and film
product that we could be proud of,” said De
Waal. “We’d sat in those seats the last three
years hoping and leaving saying ‘next year.’
But this year is the last year, and what a great
way to end.”
The look of this year’s awards ceremony
was quite different than it has been in the
past. There were lights, music and a second
screen erected in the auditorium. The choice
to add these features was made by junior
Jessica McCarty, the stage manager for the
ceremony. This year was the first year that
the show has had an official stage manager.
This was done to cut down the run time by
eliminating confusion and to have the whole
night feel more professional.
“There are always things to improve on,”
said McCarty. “But we achieved what we
set out to, which was to make things work
together and look professional.”
After the ceremony, refreshments were
served and a photo booth was available for
teams to get a snapshot of the night together.
The awards ceremony is complete but the
2014 Prairie Grass Film Challenge is not quite
finished. The last event of the challenge is the
presentation of the People’s Choice award.
The People’s Choice award is presented to
the winning team based on an online vote.
The voting opened on Friday night and is
scheduled to close on March 3. Fans may
vote online on the Film Challenge page of the
Dordt website.

Darin Lammers, Sara De Waal, Kyle Dykema, Heidi De Waal and
Justin Gloudemans tied for Best of Show in the College category.

Contributed Photo

Page 4

News

Student teaching feature: Lindsey Vander Ark
Rachel Mulder - Staff Writer

Where are you teaching?
I am teaching at Sekolah Pelita Harapan
International in Lippo Village near Jakarta,
Indonesia. It is a Christian school where
expats and nationals work together to create
an academically rigorous learning experience
for a diverse group of learners.
What is the school like?
SPH is like a resort. Let’s just say, tuition
at this school is comparable to many colleges
in the states. Besides the campus itself, SPH
provides its students with rigorous academics
and a great community. The teachers are
incredible and stay involved with clubs and
activities on campus.
Do the students and teachers speak English?
Yes. All the kids and teachers speak
English, though there is a wide range of
ability. For most, English is their second
language (or third, fourth, fifth...). I teach a
variety of low-level English and upper-level
English students.
How hard is it to teach students in another
country?
As long as you are willing to put yourself
out there and be open to the differences it is
way more fun and exciting than it is difficult!
I get to learn just as much from these students
as they learn from me. Teaching students from

a different country and culture provides such
an amazing opportunity to be creative, ask
questions, and relate to kids in ways I never
would in the States. As my roommate would
say, “Embrace it.” Embrace the differences.
Embrace the challenges. Living and teaching
in a different country is awesome.
Where are you staying? What is it like?
I am staying in a 50th floor apartment that
feels like a college dorm because everyone
on my floor is a single teacher from SPH. It’s
close to the mall and across the street from
restaurants and a Starbucks!
What do you do on the weekends?
All kinds of fun and crazy things. We
flew to Bali for one of the more memorable
weekends. It was beautiful, tropical, relaxing
and fun. Another weekend we were able to
attend a “Holi Water Festival” which was
originally a Hindu festival that actually
inspired the Color Run. I’ve played laser tag
and gone paintballing with some teachers.
If there is extra time on the weekends we’ll
usually go get a facial, creme bath, pedicure
or massage. Despite all of this, I still do a ton
of lesson planning, grading, and all kinds of
student-teacher things.
Was the experience anything like you
thought it would be?
Not really, but mostly because I didn’t

Dordt welcomes new
psychology professor

Luralyn Helming is thankful to be at Dordt.
Photo by Andrew Deelstra
Lauren Kleyer - Staff Writer

Last year, Mark Christians, professor of
psychology, became the only professor in the
psychology department. Christians felt he
could not teach all of the classes on his own,
so this year Dordt College was able welcome
Luralyn Helming, assistant professor of
psychology.
Helming received her undergrad from
Cal. Poly, in San Luis Obispo, and her Master’s
and Ph.D. at the University of South Dakota
in Vermillion, South Dakota. Dordt College
is her first teaching position since graduating
with her Ph.D.
“I had envisioned myself at a state school,
but evidently this is where God wants me to
be,” Helming said.
Helming has been married to her husband,
Jordan, for four and a half years, and they
now spend a lot of their time running after
their 18-month-old son, Josiah. They moved
to Sioux Center in August, and so far she said
the adjustment has been going well.
Helming also feels she fits in well with the
other faculty at Dordt.
“I like them,” she said.
Dr. Helming is consistently reminded
of the benefit of working in a Christian
environment.

“It’s cool going to chapel, and in meetings
we open with prayer. It’s cool to realize that
I’m praising God with my co-workers and
students,” she said.
This makes her very thankful she works at
a Christian institution.
“I have seen Dr. Helming make very
positive adjustments to life at Dordt College.
This is the first opportunity she has had to
work at a Christian college, so many aspects
of campus and academic life are/were new
to her and she has embraced the mission of
Dordt,” Christians said.
While Helming teaches a variety of
psychology classes at Dordt, including
Research Methods, Cognitive Psychology,
Senior Research, Intro to Psychology, Social
Psychology and Developmental Psychology,
she says that Social Psychology is her favorite.
“Because it’s a core class, it’s fun to see
the different perspectives of all the majors.
Not that I don’t like psych majors! (In Social
Psychology) I spend more time trying to
make connections to life experiences rather
than just content. I try to make it more fun
and relevant rather than being just a core
class.”
Matthew Meek, a junior marketing and
psychology major, is taking two classes with
Helming this semester.
“I have Research methods and Cognitive
Psychology with her,” Meek said. “I like her
style of teaching. She is very laid back so her
classes are relaxed and I feel like I learn well
from her. And her tests so far are reflective of
what we learn in class.”
While Helming is relatively new to the
teaching world, it seems she is getting off on
the right foot with both the faculty and the
students.
“Dr. Helming has become a trusted
colleague in a short period of time. It’s been
great to get to know her personally and
professionally. She has a quiet confidence that
makes it easy to connect with her and this gift
also allows her to connect with students on a
personal level,” Christians said.
“I love my job and my students,” Helming
said.

Lindsey Vander Ark is student teaching in Indonesia.

know what to expect. As far as student
teaching goes, I didn’t expect to grow so
attached to my classes. Teaching 7th and 8th
graders is a ton of fun, and the students are
great. Life here has been crazy and I take it as
it comes. I’ve learned a ton and would never
trade this experience for anything I could
have imagined.

Contributed Photo

Do you recommend teaching overseas (or
going abroad) to other students?
YES YES YES. Take advantage of these
opportunities to experience another culture.
You will NOT regret it. If there is one thing
I advise college students to do, it’s to get an
overseas experience. Just go. If you don’t
like it, it’s temporary and you’ll still have an
invaluable experience. If you do like it, then
awesome!

Songwriting: From
dorm room to stage
Hannah DeVries - Staff Writer

Voices are warmed up and instruments
are tuned in preparation for the second
annual songwriting competition to be held
April 26 at 8:30 p.m. in 55th Avenue.
Organized by campus ministries
coordinator Jonathan De Groot, the goal
of the competition is to get students and
the songs they create out of the dorm
room and onto the stage.
“I want it to be a community gathering
to celebrate gifts of the students that aren’t
normally celebrated,” said De Groot.
“With the music program we have and the
musical talent we have here, this would
be another outlet to have students express
themselves.”
While the cash prize is one incentive
to enter the competition, a greater draw is
the offer of three hours in a professional
recording studio. For last year’s winner,
junior Jerusha Pimentel, this prize was an
unexpected surprise.
“They called my name and I was so
surprised,” said Pimentel.
Instead of performing a song that had
been well-practiced with pre-recorded
vocal layers and chords, she instead chose
to perform a song that she had completed
just in time for the competition, called
“Tyger and the Lamb.” This song was
inspired by poems by William Blake, her
favorite poet.
“Usually I save a poem and never look
at it again, but this one I looked back on,”
Pimentel said.
Blake’s poems are about two different
sides of God, represented by a tiger and a
lamb.
“I had never written a song like that
because I thought, ‘Who am I to write a
song about God?’ I prayed before because
I felt so self-conscious. I never felt capable
of doing that,” said Pimentel.
“Tyger and the Lamb” is simple,
accompanied by three chords on the
ukulele and a few harmonizing vocals.
“The other song I had done had taken

me forever and was really complex with
chords and everything. But the one I went
with was just an overflow of emotion, and
then I put music to it and it just worked,” said
Pimentel.
Since professionally recording “Tyger
and the Lamb,” Pimentel has received
other musical opportunities, such as being
contacted by hip-hop artists and even gaining
possible connections for putting her own
music on itunes.
Pimentel’s story shows that there is more
to this songwriting competition than just one
night.
“This isn’t a typical coffee night, this is
an actual performance,” said De Groot. “It’s
a cultural piece that could be good to Dordt.
It gives students the opportunity to take
in the music as an art form instead of just
background noise.”
Along with highlighting students’ talent,
De Groot would like to see the competition
grow and gain new opportunities.
“It would be really fun to see it develop
into a competition with surrounding schools,
and see some compilation recordings come
out of all the songs written,” said De Groot.
“To see it develop into a team of people that
have a similar passion and have them come
alongside and give form to make it happen
would be great.”

Jerusha Pimentel won last year’s competition.
Photo by Andrew Deelstra
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We’re back...
It’s weird...

Jeremy Vreeken - Columnist

Sam Verhulst - Columnist

Lee Ver Burg - Columnist

Darin Lammers/Kyle Dykema - Columnists

When someone finds out I am an English
major, one of the first questions they always
ask is, “What are you going to do with that?”
I usually want to answer, “Read books!” But
their question is usually more of a post-college or career oriented one. They want to
know what job I can get with my major, or
how it will make me money in the future.
When I don’t respond immediately, the one
asking this question will sometimes offer
some financially viable career options: high
school teacher, professor, editor and reporter
rank among the top options. Then I usually
reply, “Sure, maybe one of those.” I hate answering that question.
In truth, I don’t know exactly what kind of
career I want to pursue in life; but my hate of
the “career question” doesn’t just come from
me being unsure. I hate that question because
it is often asked with at least mild condescension, if not outright contempt.
There seems to be an assumption that English majors, along with philosophy, history,
art, music, theatre, and other humanities and
arts majors will have a have a more difficult,
or even impossible time finding work beyond
college, compared to other, specifically science, business and engineering majors.
Somehow, a hierarchy of majors has been
created. This hierarchy has been arranged according to who is projected to earn the most
in a career after college. I don’t know who is
making these projections, but they should
stop. It creates a false attitude that some majors and careers are more valuable and important than others, just because of money.
I have heard many stories of people starting in a major like theatre or philosophy and
switching to something like business or engineering, thinking that one of those would
make them more money. I have also heard
those same people express regret over giving
up studying what they love.
I am not trying to say that the arts and
humanities are more valuable and important
than the science and engineering majors, I am
simply trying to say that all majors are equally valuable and important. I am not trying to
discount the need for a job after college; I just
believe that people should study what they
love and are most interested in.
I also think that people should expect
more from their education. Money is cool,
but it isn’t all there is in life. You should expect your education to change you, challenge
you. It should make you think differently, or
even act differently.
If your aim in going to college is to just
“check the boxes” and move on so that you
can make the most money you possibly can,
go somewhere else. This school costs too
much to effectively fit into your get-richquick life plan. So if you’re going to pay all
this money, study what you love, and remember that your major isn’t “better” than anyone else’s, you are just interested in different
things. Good for you.

Dordt College is a Christian institution.
We emphasize words such as “reform” and
“redeem.” We build apartments and name
them after a man who said, “There is not a
square inch over which Christ does not cry,
mine.” We learn that God is sovereign over
all of creation. But are we really serious about
this reformed thing? If we are, I would like to
suggest that Dordt start a bar.
Alcohol on campus? Yes, I realize this initially appears to be a terrible idea. However, I
encourage you to take a deep breath and consider the following three points.
1. Alcohol can be good – I grew up in a
household with almost no drinking. My main
experience with alcohol was my grandpa having a beer or two at dinner. Throughout high
school I associated alcohol with partying and
kids getting in trouble. I knew it was something I was supposed to avoid. I came to college with a similar mindset – stay away from
alcohol. However, I have had some great collegiate experiences involving alcohol. Whether listening to professors sing at The Fruited
Plain or having a beer with some buddies at
The Lighthouse, I learned alcohol could be
good.
2. Alcohol is abused – In today’s society,
some people abuse alcohol. There are high
school and college students who get drunk
on a weekly basis. Marriages are broken and
relationships ruined due to alcohol misuse.
Women are taken advantage of, while men
make worse decisions than usual. I could go
on, but I think everyone can agree – alcohol
is sometimes abused.
3. Alcohol needs Redemption – If alcohol can be used for good, but we abuse it, it is
clear that we need to reform our view of this
substance. Where better to do that than at a
reformed, Christian College?
I love my parents, but they did not teach
me about alcohol. I didn’t know how much
was too much. I didn’t know what was safe
and what I should avoid. I was clueless. I think
it would be safe to guess that many students
at Dordt are in the same situation. This leaves
you with two main options: avoid drinking or
go out, jump in and hope for the best.
I don’t find either of these options satisfactory, which is why I believe Dordt needs
a bar; a safe place where students, professors
and community members can come together and enjoy a nice, cold beverage. Some will
learn that alcohol isn’t always bad, while others will learn that it’s not always good. Every
square inch.
I admit, implementation of this idea could
prove difficult, but I have a few ideas. I will
deal with this and more in my next column.

To put it bluntly, Dordt College is nothing
short of a wild mating ground. It is the sort
of thing you typically find in the desert of
sub-Saharan Africa or the enriched jungle
of the South American Amazon, where male
and female alike are involved in the “dangerous game” of finding a spouse.
It comes as no surprise that Dordt College fosters an environment ripe for matchmaking. Many girls come here intentionally
looking to receive an MRS degree, rather
than an actual education. However, these
girls often fail because of the mistakes they
make in the dating game.
So ladies, fasten your seatbelts and hold
on. Your wildest dreams are coming true: I’m
going to give you an exclusive inside look
at the male brain so that your success in the
dating game brings you to levels only your
mother could have thought possible. In the
following paragraphs, I’m going to tell you
what not to do to win over the man of your
dreams.
First, you have to understand what I call
the “space boundary.” Going over to his
room for 5 hours every day is cute and all,
but you are forcing him to miss out on guy
time, no doubt a man’s most coveted time
slot where he sits down with his friends for a
40 minute X-box session and talks about the
day’s misfortunes, the awkward pretty girl
encounters (you want to be one of those), or
that professor who makes life suck. Taking
him away from this too often will cause him
to resent you. Fast-forward one week: he
won’t respond to your texts. Fast-forward
two weeks: no acknowledgment on the sidewalk. Fast forward three weeks: “What was
her name again?” Mission failure.
Secondly, you’re beautiful and all, but
your texting skills suck, probably cause
your personality resembles Dordt College’s
mascot: nonexistent. Responding to a guy’s
thoughtful text messages with a few unintelligent words and some cute little smiley face
gets you nowhere. I mean, we get it: you are
playing hard to get. But unfortunately, with
this technique, your “playing hard to get”
will turn into “playing hard to like.” So go
out there and get interesting. Text him in a
way that makes him want to text you back,
even if it is nothing but to get a laugh after a
laugh-less day.
Thirdly, don’t take advantage of your
beauty. I mean, you have to do it in the right
way, one that allows the loathsome male
peasants here at Dordt to feel comfortable
talking to you, not scared. Yes, the popular
boys will be much more appealing to you,
but if you give a street-rat the time of day,
your attractiveness level surpasses queen because you become more accessible. And who
knows, you might meet your Aladdin and go
on a crazy magic carpet ride (that ends up
being a disaster since carpets can’t fly).
Let me know how this advice goes for
you!

Kyle: Darin...I don’t want to write an article.
Darin: Kyle, once again we’ve put this off past
the deadline. We need to finish it.
Kyle: UhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhDarin: Wow, you’re really drawing this out,
aren’t you?
Kyle: -hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhgh.
Darin: Are you done?
Kyle: I think so.
Darin: If you don’t write this article, I can always replace you with Caleb Vanderhill.
Caleb: Is it time?
Darin: NO! Go back to corner! No talking!
Caleb: Okay...
Kyle: Wow, he is really moving up. He’s got
two lines in this article.
Darin: And that’s all he’s gonna get.
Darin shoots Caleb a greasy look.
Kyle: Man, we screw around too much. We’re
gonna get some bad reviews from the critics.
Darin: Hey, that provides me with a great
transition into subject matter!
Kyle: Ceiling fans!
Darin: Critics, Kyle! Critics are what I wanna
talk about!
Kyle: Hey! I’ve got some thoughts about that!
Darin: Well, I kind of wanted to talkKyle: So critics. What roll do they play in our
lives? Some people only consume things that
critics tell them to. Others think critics are
terrible because they hate that thing you love.
Here’s my take: criticism is important when
you’re talking about movies, music, books,
etc. because it begins a discussion. Yes critics
can be a barometer for deciding if something
is worth your time, but well-written reviews
are also thought-provoking and can add extra
flavor to something after you experience it.
Darin: I agree, and if critics are praising a
certain movie, book, or music, a good question to ask is “Why are they giving this thing
such a good review?” Critics and their critiques might help you gauge what you consume and understand why some things are
well-reviewed and others are not. Now just
because a critic says something is good or bad
doesn’t mean that’s the end-all-be-all. For example, when the film 2001: A Space Odyssey
first came out, it received both ecstatic praise
and vehement derision...
Kyle: You got that from Wikipedia, didn’t
you?
Darin: Shhh.... Anyways, now that movie is
universally praised! So not everything that’s
seen as “low” or “unsavory” by the critics is
always correct. But with anything, people
want the best, and critics are here to express
their professional opinions because (hopefully) they are well-versed in the area they are
critiquing.
Kyle: I think we’re running out of space.
Quick wrap up!
Darin: Okay, thanks for reading, bye!
Caleb: Is it time?
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Katje shooting lights out
during senior season
and made 65 3-point shots, shooting at
over 40.1 percent from beyond the arc. The
There is plenty of change that occurs in 22-year-old explained how his freshman
this world, but also a few things that remain season set the tone for the next three years.
the same: the moon waxes and wanes, the
“That experience of playing heavy minutes
sun rises in the east and sets in the west and and knowing what to expect and knowing
Austin Katje hits 3-point shots.
how your body’s going to feel throughout a
The Dordt College senior will graduate long season is really big,” said Katje.
as one of the top long-distance shooters in
Since Katje’s freshman season, the
school history and a
Defenders have done
1,000-point scorer.
nothing but win. Katje’s
Injury Update:
“Austin has been a
teams have appeared
Katje suffered a sprained anperimeter threat since
in the conference title
kle
late
in
the
Defenders’
Feb.
day 1, and that’s still his
game each of his first
19 win at Northwestern. After
biggest asset,” said head
three seasons, reached
missing the regular season
coach Ross Douma.
the national Elite Eight
Ironically,
Katje
finale against Midland, Katje
the past two years and
didn’t start out as a
expects to be ready for the
only lost six total games
perimeter player.
at home.
conference semi-final game
“Growing up, I was
Katje has played a
on March 1.
kind of a post player,”
big role the entire way,
said Katje, “but I stopped
making over 250 3’s
growing in about eighth grade, so since then in his career, breaking the record of former
I’ve really been focused on jump shooting.”
point guard Cliff Warner. He credits hours of
The Dordt coaching staff knew Katje, the work in the gym, as well as shooting up to 700
Orange City, Iowa native, would help the shots per day in the summers.
Defenders’ jump shooting, and they inserted
Douma has witnessed Katje’s drive and
him into the lineup as a freshman.
determination firsthand.
Katje started all 31 games his first season
“Austin is a more fiery, vocal leader who
Sam Ekstrom - Staff Writer

Katje is one of the top long-distance shooters
in school history. Photo by Andrew Deelstra

is just a gritty, follow-me type competitor,”
said Douma. “He is going to do it regardless
of what it takes.”
Earlier this season, Katje showed his
grittiness by carrying the Defenders with 33
points en route to a road victory over no. 13
Hastings College.
As a junior, Katje was the source of the
season’s most dramatic moment. Trailing

by three with just seconds remaining in the
Defenders’ national quarterfinal against
Cardinal Stritch University (Wisc.), Katje hit
the game-tying 3-point shot to send the game
to overtime.
“That was definitely one of the most
exciting moments of my basketball career,”
said Katje. “That was just cool to be a part of
that.”
Entering the current season, Katje and
fellow senior Kyle Lindbergh were called
upon to nurture a young team with eight
freshmen on its roster.
Freshman Alex Terpstra has been one of
the recipients of Katje’s veteran leadership.
“Many of times Austin has pulled me aside
and either told me what I needed to improve
on or showed me the correct technique,” said
Terpstra.
From a numbers standpoint, Katje has
delivered his finest season. The senior is
averaging over 15 points per game while
shooting 87 percent from the free-throw line
and a team-leading 46 percent from 3-point
range.
But there’s one thing Katje is aiming for
that nobody has ever accomplished: to be a
part of the first GPAC team to win both the
regular season title and postseason title in the
same season.
“No team has ever been able to do
that,” said Katje. “It’s something that Kyle
(Lindbergh) and I would definitely like to
do – kind of stamp our seal onto Dordt
basketball, to be able to be the first team that’s
ever done that.”

Baseball, softball looking to improve

Defender baseball hopes to finish top eight
and enter GPAC playoffs.
Photo by Andrew Deelstra
Sam Ekstrom- Staff Writer

Forget that it’s still below freezing outside.
It’s officially baseball and softball season for
the Defenders.
Both squads began their seasons with a
southern road trip last weekend – the baseball
team playing in Manhattan, Kan., and the
softball team traveling to Shawnee, Okla.
Baseball swept Manhattan Christian
College in four consecutive games to post
a solid 4-0 start, but softball fell to 0-4 with
two losses to Baker University (Kan.), one to
Hastings College (Neb.) and one at the hands
of Oklahoma Baptist University.
For both teams, it is a season to improve.
Baseball head coach Jeff Schouten watched
his club go 7-24 overall last season and 5-15

in the Greater Plains Athletic Conference.
The Defenders suffered 15 losses by just
one or two runs. The key this season will be
prevailing in those tight games.
“(Losing close games) definitely stands
out to me looking at last year,” said Schouten,
beginning his 10th season as coach. “I think
as an overall group we’re going to be better
offensively, partly due to three players that
will be in the lineup that weren’t last year.
From what they’ve done this fall and in the
offseason, I feel very encouraged with them.”
The three players Schouten refers to are
junior Nate Forseth, freshman Cameron
Gingerich and freshman Jake Thayer. They
are expected to occupy three of the first four
spots in the batting order.
The Defenders also return a solid core
of veterans from last year’s team. Seniors
Jon Holwerda (.314) and Nate Fraley (.292)
held the team’s two best batting averages in
2013 and will help anchor the lineup. On
the mound, Dordt brings back seniors Lucas
Carls and Ben Van Kekerix, who combined
for five complete games last season.
According to Schouten, the team has its
eye on the GPAC playoffs.
“(Our goal is) getting in the top eight and
getting to postseason,” Schouten said.
Switching to softball, the Defenders hope
to improve on a 6-33 (2-18) campaign in
which they lost their final 18 games.
One factor in switching their fortunes
will be depth. Dordt was undermanned last
season with only 13 players on the varsity
roster. This year, the number is up to 20 with
a healthy freshmen class.
“That has offered us more depth all
the way around the field in every position
including pitcher,” said fifth-year head coach
Jeff Zomer.
Zomer’s team struggled in multiple facets
last spring, compiling a 7.50 team ERA and
only hitting .206 at the plate. The ERA must
plummet and the batting average must rise
if the Defenders want to shoot up the GPAC
ranks.
“We were giving up runs, and we weren’t
scoring runs, so it was a two-headed monster

there,” said Zomer.
The Defenders will lean heavily on junior
pitcher Sidney Larsen, who started 21 games
last year. She will be joined by sophomore
Haley Fligge to form Dordt’s one-two punch
on the mound.
The young club will also be sending a
number of new faces out on the diamond
this season. Freshmen Samantha Dunn
(shortstop), Michal Hoogland (first base) and
Andrea Pierce (center field) are all expected
to make big contributions.
They’ll be joined by senior Bethany
Dykstra (.271) and junior Ashton Beaird
(.258), the top two hitters for average in last
year’s lineup. Beaird was the team-leader in
runs batted in with 18.
In terms of goals, the Defenders are
aiming high.
“One of our goals this year is finish top
three in the conference,” said Zomer. “I think
we have the pieces in place that we should be
able to compete.”
The softball team makes its home debut
on March 22 against Dakota State University
(S.D.), while the baseball squad begins a day
earlier on March 21 against North Central
University (Minn.).

Vogel in
Belgium
Continued from page 3

get where I am today. They saw potential
me and they turned that into talent. They
will be lifelong mentors and friends to
me. I also cannot forget my teammates,
specifically Chris Sievers, Shawn Keizer,
Cliff Warner and Trevor Wolterstorff.
Together, the five of us sweat, bled, laughed
and cried, and they are a big reason that
I have become the person I am today. I
have been so incredibly blessed to have
been surrounded by such great coaches
and teammates that genuinely cared and
wanted to see me become the best player
I could be.”
“I also have to mention my family. They
have been my biggest fans throughout this
whole process. Out of the 129 games I
played for Dordt College, they were there
for 127 of them. The only games they
missed were during my freshman year
when we played two games in Portland,
Ore. When you think about all the miles
and hours they traveled its really amazing.
I couldn’t have gotten to this place without
them.”
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Music ensembles to
present spring concerts
Lauren Bird - Staff Writer

If you’re looking for something to do in
the short amount of time before spring break,
the music department at Dordt has several
opportunities for entertainment. These
include a student recital on Feb. 28, a guest
string quartet on March 1, an instrumental
concert on March 4 and a choral concert on
March 5.
The student recital on Feb. 28 will showcase
the talents of Kristen Raygor on saxophone
and Jessica McCarty on flute. The recital will
begin at 7:30 p.m. Yurii Henriques, the band
director at Dordt, encourages students to
come and support their peers.
“Just like our student athletes need fan
support at their games, our student musicians
need it as well,” said Henriques. “In fact, a
large audience that warmly receives their
offering can spur players on to greater heights
throughout the performance. So the benefit
goes both ways--to the listener as well as the
performer.”

On March 1, a guest string ensemble
called the Euclid Quartet will visit Dordt
and perform at 7:30 p.m.. This concert is
the presentation of the Northwest Iowa
Symphony Orchestra’s annual guest concert.
Tickets for the concert can be purchased at
several businesses around the Sioux Center
area or at the door on the night of the concert.
Dordt’s concert band, campus-community
band and jazz band will be performing in the
instrumental concert on March 4, beginning
at 7:30 p.m. Henriques is enthusiastic about
the pieces that the bands will be playing.
“The bands are excited to perform their
newest spring repertoire,” said Henriques.
“One of the campus-community band’s songs,
Spitfire, calls for an expanded percussion
section of eight players which adds great
intricacy and interest to the music as a whole.
Puszta, which will be performed by the
concert band, is a four movement suite of folk
dances that is unique, has a lot of spunk and is
fun to hear as well as play.”
Dordt’s choral ensembles, Bella Voce,

Doubt: A conversation
Eric Rowe - Staff Writer
The stage is set. The actors are meeting for
final rehearsals with their student director, senior
Nathan Sparks. The tech crew is figuring out
lighting and sound cues. The cast of the theater
production, Doubt, which will run in the New
World Theatre Feb. 27 to March 1, talked with
the Diamond about their experiences and what
has gone into preparing for the play. There are
only four members of the cast: freshman Kyle
Fosse, senior Shannon Spargo, junior Lauren
Bird, and junior Brandi Buchanan who play
the roles of Father Flynn, Sister Aloysius, Sister
James and Mrs. Muller.
Doubt follows the controversy surrounding
a progressive new priest. The staunch older
nun who runs the local parish school thinks he
may have done something very inappropriate,
although he denies it. Doubt deals with themes
of doubt, assumption and the tension between
progressive and traditional ideas.
How does the uncertain nature of the play
affect your acting?
Bird: We are all sort of on edge. It’s interesting
to work with a script that is so open ended. It
challenges the actors as well as the audience.

Lauren Bird and Brandi Buchanan take on the
roles of Sister James and Mrs. Muller in Doubt.
Photo by Shannon Spargo

Buchanan: All the actors differ in who they
think is right. Kyle has his theory. We can all go
at the situation differently.
Spargo: It’s helped that we’ve discussed
what we think through rehearsals. The different
vantage points helped me see Sister Aloysius as a
fuller character.
What was it like working with Nathan?
Spargo: It was amazing. He is one of the
theatre greats. Being around him, I feel like I can
absorb some of his stage presence.
Buchanan: Working with Nathan was new.
I’ve seen him as an actor before, but I had never
seen him in any other capacity.
Fosse: It’s unique. He has different methods.
One time he came on stage and sat. He followed
us around on stage while we were acting and it
was super distracting. None of my other directors
had ever done that.
How have you come to appreciate your
character?
Fosse: This is the character that I’ve felt the
most emotionally engaged with. It’s been good
getting to know him.
Spargo: I liked her strength and gumption.
Sparks wanted us to believe in our characters and
believe in them as people. There is a lot more to
her than I saw at first. I have enjoyed exploring
her dynamic ups and downs.
Bird: She is similar to me, but she expresses
her emotions more. It’s fun to explore someone
who is kind of the same, but kind of different.
How have you grown through the process of
this play?
Spargo: I’ve realized the power of not
moving. Sparks never let us move. He’s all about
subtle movements and vocalization.
Fosse: It’s been a good experience. This is the
first really serious role I’ve ever done so it’s been
different for me but fun.
What is unique about working on a senior
show?
Bird:I’ve never been in a senior show before.
It was fun, but there was a professional aspect
too.
Buchanan: The only shows I’ve been in before
have been senior shows. We get a lot more one on
one experience with the director.
Spargo: It’s different with such a tiny cast. I
love how it feels. They’re perfectly cast in their
roles. They are solid human beings and really
good actors.

Yurii Henriques rehearses with concert band for their March 4 concert.

Kantorei and Chorale, will be performing in
the choral concert on March 5 at 7:30 p.m.
Ben Kornelis, the choral director at Dordt,
thinks that this choral event will be unique.
“Each of the groups is singing songs
about love,” said Kornelis. “Some songs will
be upbeat, some sappy, some about different
kinds of love. There will be a wide range of
music styles.”
Dordt students are highly encouraged

Photo by Megan Kaiser

to come to these concerts and show their
support for their peers.
“College students don’t realize how easy,
close or cheap it is to attend these events,” said
Kornelis. “It’s practically dropped in your lap.
Outside of college, it’s harder to go to events
like these. It’s expensive, you may have to
drive a ways or get a babysitter. At Dordt,
it’s so easy and it’s great music performed at
a high level. And it could be a great cheap
date!”

Eleven years of music
culminate in one night
Eric Rowe - Staff Writer

Senior Kristen Raygor and junior
Jessica McCarty are presenting a recital
on Feb. 28 at 7:30 p.m. in the B.J. Haan
Auditorium. Raygor will play both the
tenor and alto saxophone and McCarty
will play the flute. The recital will be
one hour long, including a ten minute
intermission. Each half will feature one of
the musicians.
Raygor hopes that showcasing a lower
instrument and a higher instrument will
provide good variation throughout the
recital.
This recital is based entirely around
Raygor and McCarty. The music
department has guidelines for what needs
to be done, but the two have organized
their own music and written the program
notes themselves.
“The reception afterwards is done
totally by Kristen and myself,” McCarty
said. “We’ve had awesome roommates
that help us.”
“It’s a lot more work than I thought.”
Raygor said. “Writing the program notes,
you have to know the piece really well. I
never really got into the listener’s shoes
before.”
Raygor first thought about having a
recital her junior year and was encouraged
to pursue a recital by her music teacher,
Pam De Haan.
“I had most of my music prepared
last semester,” McCarty said. “Kristen did
hers last year in the spring.”
McCarty is a technical theater major
with a general music minor and Raygor
is a clinical psychology major and a
communication minor.
“Neither of us are music majors,”
Raygor said. “Our decision to play an
instrument in college and have a recital is
purely out of our love for music.”

In fifth grade, Raygor’s first instrument
was the flute, and she sat in front of the
saxophone players in band. When she
saw that the flautists had fast notes and
accidentals everywhere, while the sax player’s
notes were easy, she switched and has been
playing saxophone for the past 11 years.
McCarty has also been playing for 11
years.
“It’s been half my life and all of my fingers
plus one,” McCarty said.
Raygor has been a part of band and jazz
band since her freshman year of college. Her
experience in jazz band was helpful when
she put together her recital music. One piece
of music requires improvisation, which is
something you don’t learn in band.
The recital will feature four solos by
Raygor and two by McCarty. McCarty is
also performing a duet with a fellow flautist,
junior Megan Ludens.
“Jessica and I have a nice saxophone and
flute duet that should be interesting,” Raygor
said.
Raygor hopes the recital will be “a nice
leaving moment.”

Jessica McCarty and Kristen Raygor will present
a joint recital Feb. 28 at 7:30 p.m.
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Entertainment review:
Bates Hotel vs. Psycho
Megan Kaiser - Staff Writer

In my Film Criticism class last Monday,
we viewed the film Psycho. For those who
are unaware, Psycho is a 1960 film directed by
Alfred Hitchcock. This film was a huge deal
in that decade. It was the first to contain a
large amount of violence and ‘implied’ sexual
content. It was also the first film to show a
toilet flushing on screen. To catch you up to
date, Psycho is about a young woman who
takes off with $40,000 and ends up staying
the night in the Bates Motel. If you guessed
from the title that this movie is of the horror
genre, you’re right. You would do so well on
Jeopardy. Alongside the horror, it is also a
psychological thriller. I can’t really describe
it without giving everything away, so I’m not
going to. That’s what Wikipedia is for.
The main point of this article is that I
found out the same exact day about this show
Bates Motel. Bates Motel hit A&E last year
in March so it is still fairly new. (Of course,
I knew nothing about the series because my
parents decided to get cable a month ago.
Think of all of the Disney Channel that I have
to catch up on.) Bates Motel tells the story
of the early years of Norman Bates and his
mother Norma Bates. As the police officer
stated in the first episode, “Norman and
Norma? That’s weird.” It sure is.
That night, I watched the first episode. I
wouldn’t necessarily say I was ‘hooked,’ but I
was interested. Psycho sparked my curiosity,
so why wouldn’t a re-imagined prequel? I
was caught off guard by a scenario that took
place in the first episode, and not in a good
way. If you dive into the show, be prepared for
some off-putting material. Plus, right off the

bat, there are two murders. At the end of each
episode there is some sort of short scene that
leaves you craving for answers, even though
they are completely unrelated to the episode.
Freddie Highmore plays our Norman Bates.
If you are unaware of who he is, the best
example I can give is that he was in August
Rush. You know, the film about the kid who
plays the guitar by banging and smacking the
strings? So every time Freddie is on screen,
I’m always expecting him to yank a guitar
out of nowhere and go to town. It’s a personal
problem.
The main thing that ground my gears
right from the beginning was that I thought
it was going to be set roughly in the 30’s,
when Norman Bates would maybe have been
a teenager. Till I read up on my facts, Bates
Motel is a ‘modern’ telling of it. The clothes
that Norman wears are completely on the
border between now and then. Till some high
school girls pulled up in a Porsche around
fifteen minutes into the episode, I literally
thought the setting was around 1960. I’m still
unsure if I like it or if I hate it.
If you’ve seen Psycho, maybe Bates Motel
will be your thing. Maybe Bates Motel is
already your thing. The older I’ve gotten,
the worse my commitment has gotten to TV
shows. Hopefully this one will continue to
spark my interest and stick. If I had to choose
one over the other, I would choose Psycho.
Definitely see the film if the series doesn’t cut
it for you. If you prefer not to watch horror/
psychological thriller/ thanks for getting
blood all over my motel carpet, we can just
hang out and watch the Disney Channel.
Whatever.

Juan Pablo Benitez Gonzalez and Giovanna
Romero Sarubbi represented Paraguay at the
Cultural Fair.

Derick Sackey performed at the Cultural Fair
on Feb. 22.
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West and Covey try to
brighten up days
Haley Mulder - Staff Writer

For one week in West and Covenant Hall,
dark clouds were replaced with a bright sun.
During “Sunshine Week,” the week of Feb.
17-22, the signature big and bright yellow sun
could be found in the lobby of West Hall with
encouraging and happy thoughts covering
every square inch.
Each year, the resident assistants of West
and Covenant get together and plan a week
for the girls that live in their wing to brighten
the mood around campus.
“This is the fourth annual sunshine week,”
West hall resident assistant Elizabeth Riley
said. “When it gets cold, grey and icy outside,
we hope that we can brighten up people’s day.”
This week was picked specifically because
it is known to be one of the toughest parts of
second semester.
Each morning when the girls headed out
for class, they found a little something special
at their doorstep. The small presents included
chocolate, coloring pages and crayons, Bible
verses and Capri Sun juice pouches.
“I’m a little kid at heart and I love to color,”
sophomore Jantina Postmus said. “When
I woke up and saw the coloring pages with
crayons, I was so excited!”

The small gifts and notes made each girl’s
day a little brighter, even though it was 12
degrees outside.
In the lobby of both west and covenant
there were bright yellow signs hung up where
girls could write the things and people that
make them most happy in life, whether that’s
family members, boyfriends or their favorite
celebrity.
“At the end of the week, each girl receives a
small pot with a seed inside for them to grow
their own small plant,” Riley said.
“The small gifts have helped me have a
positive look on the day,” freshman Jennifer
Allen said. “Even when it’s the worst weather
outside causing me to fall on the ice all the
time!”
Sadness, clouds and frowns were nowhere
to be found in the west and covey dorms
during Sunshine week; just happy thoughts
and chocolate.
“Sunshine week is placed in the winter,
because sometimes, this weather can make
you sad,” west hall resident assistant Aubrey
Pasker said. “This week is meant specifically
for encouragement.”
It’s a small way to show Christ’s love on a
gloomy day.

